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C ' any consonant
any vowel
s.t. something

syllable break/reduplicated syllable
primary stress

secondary stress

length marker

? glottal stop

# end of word

- fluctuates with

v phonemic stress

: unreleased stop

[ phonetic script

/1 phonemic script

movement of vowel variants
/ ‘ alternate related meaning



112 Bantoanon Phonology

0. Introduction

The Bantoanon language has borrowed from Spanish and English, as well as from Hiligaynon and
Tagalog. All of these languages have exerted sociopolitical influence within the Bantoanon speaking area.’
 Many of the borrowed words have been assimilated into the Bantoanon phonemic patterns. Many of
these retain the phonemic structures of the donor language, and some show ewdence of a mixing of
different phonemic patterns. The existence of at least two phonemic subsystems has made the analysis
of Bantoanon rather complex, and like the approach of Robert A. French (1981) in ‘The Phonology of
Romblomanon’, it was decided to focus first on the phonology of native Bantoanon® words and then to
consider the added phonemiq patterns and phonemes resulting from borrowing.

1. Higher level phonology

‘Higher level phonological units have been analyzed only briefly but some comments will be included
here regarding them. In general, distinctive features which differentiate higher phonological units from
lower ones also dominate the lower level features.

L1. Phonological paragraph

"The highest phonological unit noted is the phonological paragraph. Its distinctive features, which
differentiate it from the lower level breath group, include a downward trend in pitch and intensity fading
into silence over the last pause segment. These features are found at the end of a thought pattern, and
they signal the end of a story or a change of topic.

1.2 Breath group

The breath group is the next lower phonological unit and is distributed in the phonological paragraph.
It is also the unit in which one or more pause groups are distributed. The boundaries of the breath group
are marked by silence and breath intake, as well as pitch variation and intensity. It begins with a mid
pitch or high pitch falling to a down glide on the final syllable for a statement. For interrogatives marked
by a question word, there is a slight up glide to a mid pitch level on the final syllable. Unmarked
interrogatives have a more noticeable up glide to high pitch level on the final syllable. Other variations
at this level include high pitch, intensity and speed at the onset of the breath group, and mid to high
pitch, rising intensity and length on the final syllable of the unit.

1.3 Pause group

The pause group serves as the matrix for the stress group. The nucleus of a pause group is a stress
group which carries more intensity than the other stress groups. Slightly higher pitch usually accompanies
intensity. In present data, the nucleus occurs on the first stress group of the pause group unless the first
stress group is a noun or adverb marker, then it occurs on the final stress group.

! Bantoanon is spoken in the province of Romblon, in Southern Tagalog Region 1v, in the central Philippines. It is
one of the three languages spoken in the province, but not the lingua franca of the province. There are some cs-
timated 50,000 speakers of the language, which is sometimes called Bantoanon and other times Odionganon or
Asi. The speakers live on a number of small islands, but have one growing port of access, Odiongan. Bantoanon is
classified in the same group of languages as Romblomanon and Hiligaynon (Zorc 1977).

2'I'he “two phonemic subsystems” refer to one based on Philippine languages (i.c. Bantoanon, Tagalog and
Hiligaynon) in combination with an Indo-European one (i.e. Spanish and English).

# “Native Bantoanon” words are assumed to be without any recognizable Spanish or English influence. Any in-
fluence from other Philippine languages like Tagalog or Hiligaynon was considered part of the Bantoanon
vocabulary, if they were either cognates or if the local Bantoanons considered the words to be so commonly used
by them as to have become additional vocabulary as part of the Bantoanon language.
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1.4 Stress group

Stress is contrastive in Bantoanon words. A stress group is the phonological unit within which syllables
arc distributed. The nucleus of each stress group is the primary stressed syllable ['V] which may bc
optionally followed by one unstressed syllable. There is a slight pause at the junctures of the stress groups
and a slight rise of pitch and intensity at the stress group nucleus. If the stress group nucleus is an open
syllable, the vowel is slightly lengthened. Stress groups consisting of from one to four syllables have been
observed in the language.

Primary stress ['] favours the penultimate or ultimate syllable of the stress group. Secondary stress [")
may optionally occur on the second syllable preceding the syllable with primary stress. Secondary stress
has the same features as primary stress, including vowel length on open syllables, but these features are
weaker in all respects, especially pitch.

In stressed closed syllables the vowel appears louder, rather than lengthened, though sometimes there
may be a slight lengthening on stressed, word final closed syllables.

Note: Glottal stop in the following phonetic transcriptions is signified by the symbol ‘7",

['s;u:.ka] ‘vinegar’
[su.'ka:] ‘bone’
[ma.'gu:.yang] ‘parent’
[ma.gu.'yang] ‘elder sibling’
[bu."tu: ka] ‘stomach’
[ha.ri.'?un] ‘where’
["sa.lum.’'pa:.ti] ‘dove’

If a word is formed by reduplication of the whole word base, secondary stress will usually occur on
the same syllable as stress does in the base, but primary stress will shift to the penultimate syllable of the
reduplicated base. :

[ba.'ru] ‘gun’ [ba."rl.'ba:.rl] ‘toy gun’

[ba.'yay] ‘house’ [ba."yay.'ba:.yay] ‘playhouse’

['ta:.wo] ‘person’ ["ta.wo.'taz.wo] ‘miniature of a person’
[ba.'kay] ‘buy’ [ba."kay.'ba:.kay] ‘pretending to buy’

However, a contrast was noted between the following in which case the second word of a pair invelves
stress shift to the final syllable of the reduplicated base as well as the base when it is not word final.

[ba.'yay] ‘house’

[ba."yay.'ba:.yay] ‘playhouse’
[ba."yay.ba.'yay] ‘house to house’

['li:bot] ‘go around’

["li.bot:'li:.bot ] ‘wander round and round’
[li."bot:1i."bot-] ‘vagabond life’

2. Syllable patterns

A syllable consists of an obligatory peak preceded by an obligatory onset and followed by an optional
coda cv(c). Vowel phonemes (V) fill the peak slots and consonant phonemes (C) fill the margins. In the
examples cited, syllables are distinguished within a word by the use of a period. In native Bantoanon
words there are two unambiguous syllable types: cv, cvc. These are unrestricted in their distribution.
Spanish loan words have brought the three additional syllable types: ccv, ccvc, cvcc.
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Syllables of the CV type are illustrated in the following words:

[ra] [ra/ ‘also’

si] /si/ ‘naming particle’
['su:s0] /susu/ ‘breast’

[sa.'nah] /sana/ ‘branch’

|'siz.pa?] /sipag/ *kick’

['gul.pi] /gulpi/ ‘suddenly’
[ka.'ba:.di] /kabadi/ ‘woman’

Syllables of the CVC type are illustrated in the following words:

[nak] /nak/ ‘linking particle’
[kag] kag/ ‘ang pafticle’

. [kun] /kun/ if
['rug.rug] [rigrin/ ‘wall’
[ha.'tor] /hatir/ ‘deliver’
['bu:.lg] /bulig/ ‘help’
['tag.mi] /tagmi/ ‘taste’

Syllables of the ccv type are illustrated in the following‘ words:

[‘pri:.to] - /pritu/ “fry’
['ka:.tri] [katri/ ‘bed’
[‘tra:.to] /tratu/ ‘order’

Syllables of the ccve type are illustrated in the following words:

[£1.5.'ga:na] /plangana/ ‘large basin’

[tran.'ka:.s0] [trankasu/ ‘fever’
Syllables of the CVCC types are illustrated in the following words:

[‘er.dayrﬁ] /pirdaym/ ‘amount’
|'beyn.te] /biynti/ ‘twenty’

In the data collected so far, the first consonant of an onset cluster can be any consonant except fa/,

/n/, Iw/, and /y/. The second consonant of an onset cluster is limited to /1/, /r/, /s/, W/, and /y/. In a
cluster the initial consonant is always /y/. The final consonant of a coda' cluster is always a nasal.

2.1 Interpretation of suspect phones and sequences

coda

In accordance with the nonsuspect syllable patterns, the high vocoids [i] and [u] are considered to be:

a) vowels /i/ and /u/ when they occur in syllable peaks,

b) consonants /w/ and /y/ when they occur in the margins.
Examples:
[tui'ar] [tuyar/ ‘like that’
[vai'a?] /wayaq/ ‘none’
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There are no unambiguous VV sequences in the data. Any that appear to be a VV sequence arc¢
separated by a glottal stop when observed in careful speech. All word initial vocoids are preceded by
glottal stop phonetically.

Examples:
[?1.'star] /qistar/ ‘live/dwell’
[?u."yan] /quyan/ ‘rain’

Consonantal length has not been observed.
In keeping with nonsuspect syllable patterns, single consonants between syllable peaks are interpreted
as filling the onset of the second syllable.

Examples:
[ma.'tah] /maté/ ‘eye’

[bu.'bon] /bubiin/ ‘roof ridgecap’

Similarly, all consonant sequences between syllable peaks for native Bantoanon words are interpreted
as the first consonant filling the coda of the first syllable, and the second consonant filling the onset of
the second syllable.

Examples:
c [Pwn.'d?) /qindig/ ‘no’
[sug.ron] [stgrun/ ‘join’

Some borrowed words have consonant sequences that must be interpreted as having a consonant clyster
filling the onset of the first syllable, in keeping with the additional syllable patterns available for borrowed
words.

Example:
[tra.'ba:.ho] /trabahu/ ‘work’

Palatalized and labialized sequences occur mostly in loan words, and only in the onset margin of
syllables. Sequences that are written like Ciy/Cuw (where c is any consonant) as is the case in Pilipino,
tend to be pronounced as two syllables, especially word medial. The Pilipino orthographical pattern using
the intervening vowel does not cause much difficulty word initial, though here too the writers would
normally exclude the intervening vowel if it were not for Pilipino education. Word medial the intervening
vowel causes difficulty and should not be used.

Example:
(Pilipino) ['dzar.yo] [diyaryo/ ~ ‘newspaper’
(Bantoanon) [ba.'dzag)] /badsag/ ~ /badyang/ ‘never mind’

3. The phoneme

The phoneme is the minimal phonological unit, and it is the filler of the syllable slots (Pikce
1967:302-306). There are nineteen segmental phonemes in native Bantoanon words, as well as the phoneme
of stress. Of these, three are vowels and sixteen are consonants.

Vowels: /i, a, u/

Consonants: /p, b, t, d, k, g, q, h, s, I, r, m, n, n, W, y/
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3.1 Vowels

Vowels are distinguished from consonants by their syllabicity. The three vowels in native Bantoanon
are produced, one each in the front, central and back areas of the mouth.

Length or lengthening [with devoicing] word final, is a feature of vowels in stressed open syllables.
The word final [devoicing] is like [h], replacing the vowel length found nonword final. This [h] is
interpreted as a feature of stressed final syllables rather than as the coda of a cve syllable.

Sincg this is only a three vowel system each vowel has a wide range of phonetic variations, and it is
often hard to distinguish the phonetic quality of variants.

There are two features in the phonological word that determine which vowel allophone occurs. These
are stress and syllable shape.

Lower front and back vowel allophones occur poststress, and in all word final syllables. The central
vowel remains low.

Higher allophones of front and back vowels generally occur in the stressed nonword final syllable.
Lower allophones occur in prestress or poststress positions. The lowest allophones occur poststress oi
word final. '

There is movement of vowel variants in closed syllables towards the position of the mid central vocoid
{a], which is slightly less in prestress and stressed positions. The front and back vowel allophones
centralize and lower, and the central vowel rises.

Example: [i] — [, [u]— [0}, [al— [l

(Note: The [u] typed throughout this paper is the phone [v] but since there is no distinct phone [v] in
this phonology, the paper is typed using the symbol [u]),

In words consisting of two closed syllables with nonword final stress and having the same vowel the
vowel quality, which occurs in the stressed nucleus, also occurs in the unstressed nucleus.

Example: !
['bug.tun] ~['bog.ton] . [ougtur/ ‘ ‘only child’

Sometimes the stressed syllable allophone will appear higher than the poststress one, in accordance
with the general movement of vowels to the mid central vocoid position.

Examples:
['bug.ton] /ougtun/ ‘only child’
['ki:.wt] [kiwit/ ‘go crooked’

In words of more than two syllables, the prestress and stressed syllables will manifest the higher
allophone of front and back vowels,

Examples:
[buli.'bid] /bilibid/ ‘type of palm’
[sug.'bu:.han] /sugbiithan/ ‘sunset’

but the lpwer allophone of the central vowel.

Example:
[ka.'lam.pag] ' /kalampag/ ‘noise when something falls’

The higher allophones of front and back vowels occur in stressed syllables. Allophones tend to be
higher in closed syllables also. The lower allophones occur in word initial and word final positions in
unstressed syllables, with the lowest allophone word final. The allophone [e] only occurs in open syllables
in word initial and word final positions.
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The higher allophone of the central vowel occurs in closed syllables. The low allophone occurs prestress
or in stressed open syllables. Allophones tend to lower word final.

Allophone occurrence in closed syllables:

allophones CVC.'CVC.CVC# (# symbolizes end of word) -
of fi/ 1 ! !

. u~0 u~0 0

fal a~A a~A A

. Allophone occurrence in open syllables:

allophanes CV.'"CV.CV#

of /i/ i~1~e i i~1e
fu/ ‘ u~o0 u 0
fa/ a~A a a—a

Examples. Nonword final stress on open syllablés:

fil ['?i:.h?] /qihig/ ‘urinate’
['pi:.si?] /pisiq/ ‘rope’
['hi:.pr] /hipir/ ‘store/pack’

Nonword final stress on closed syllables:

['gab.?]~['gab.?¢] /géabgi/ ‘night’
['rup.nn)] [rigrin/ ‘wall’
Word final stress on closed syllables:

' [%i.'wih] fiwi/ ‘scorpion’
[ri."?un] ~[rv.'7in] [rigin/ ‘where?’
[?i.'tom] ~[?v."tom] /qitdém/ ‘black’

Examples. Nonword final stress on open syllables:

fu/ [ ?u:yo] /qiyu/ ‘head’
' ['su:.s0] [sasu/ ‘breast’
[?u.'yu:.nan]~[?0.'yu:.nan] /quytnan/ ‘pillow’

Nonword final stress on closed syllables:
['bug.to?]~['bog.ta?] /igtug/ ‘break/snap’

Word final stress on closed syllables:
[?u.'nor]~[?0."nor] /qunir/ ‘contents’

Examples. Nonword final stress on open syllables:

fal ['7a:.ga] /qaga/ ‘morning’
['sa:.bak] /sabak/ ‘pregnant’
[?a.'sa:.wa] /qasawa/ ‘spouse’

['?ag.sam]~['?ag.sam] /qagsam/ ‘graze’
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Nonword final stress on closed syllables:

['bak.tin] ~['bak.tin]
['pak.pak] ~['pak.pak]

/baktin/

/pakpak/

Word final stress on closed syllables:

[?u.'pah]
[sa.'bat]~[sa.'bat]
[sak.'yan] ~[sak.'yan]

/qupa/
/sabat/
/sakyan/

‘pig’
‘wing’

‘chaff’
‘answer’
‘ride’

The lowering of front and back vowel variants in relation to stress and syllable shape has becn
presented with a view to clarifying orthographical preferences that are made when Bantoanons usc five
vowels as in Spanish and English, rather than only three which are phonemically sufficient for native

Bantoanon words.

3.1.1 Vowel contrasts

« Bantoanon vowels: front

1

The vowel phonemes contrast in the following words:

Examples. Closed syllables:
a and i: ['ran.ranj
['riyny)

Open syllables:
[ha.'li:]
[hi.'law]

Word final open syllables: .
['pa:.ta]
[ pa:.ti]

Examples. Closed syllables:
a and u: ['bar.bar]
['bur.bor]

Open syllables:
[?a.got]
. ['?u:.gon]

Wdrd final open syllables:
[ma.'ta]
[ba.'to:]

[ragran/
[riprin/

/hali/
/hilaw/

/pata/
/pati/

/barbar/
/birbur/

Janut/
/Gnun/

/mata/
/bati/

central

a

back

‘dry over fire’
‘wall’

‘here’
‘unripe’

‘lower leg of animal’
‘believe’

‘wind up’
‘wrap to cook’

‘cry to follow’
‘splinter’

leye)
‘ston¢’



Bantoanon Phonology 119

Examples. Closed syllables:
iand u ['tu.tun] /tintin/ ‘hit/tap’
['tun.ton) /tintun/ ‘stand on top of’

Open syllables:

[?i.'ba:] /qiba/ ‘other’
[Pu.'bo:] /qubih/ ‘cough’
Word final open syllables:

['ta:.?i] ' /tzqi/ ‘faeces’
[ta.'?0:] [taqu/ ‘give’

3.1.2 Vowel phonemes
fi/
Phonem¢ allopltones description and distribution. All front allophones are unrounded and voiced:

[i] High close front vocoid. Occurs in nonword final, open stressed syllables.

[(1~I] High close front vocoid fluctuates with high open front vocoid in open
prestress syllables. '

[i1~[e] High close front vocoid fluctuates with mid close front vocoid in word final,
open syllables.

[t]~[a] High open front vocoid fluctuates with mid close central vocoid in word final
poststress closed syllables ending in /r/.

[e]~u Mid open front vocoid fluctuates with high open front vocoid in Spanish and
English loan words where e is written.

[u] High open front vocoid occurs in all closed syllables.
[i] High close front vocoid occurs elsewhere.

Examples. Open syllables with nonword final stress:

['?i:.h?] /qihig/ ‘urine’

['hi:.ta?] /hitag/ ‘thigh’

['pri:.to] [pritu/ ‘fry’ (Sp)

['si:.put] [sipit/ ‘clasp under the arm™
['hi:.pur] ~ [*hi:.par] /hipir/ ~ ‘store/pack’

['kiz.Jur] ~['ki:.lar] /kilir/ ‘underarm’

Examples. Closed syllables with nonword final stress:
['ruy.rp] /rigrin/ ‘wall’
['bun.hor] /binhur/ ‘feeling pins and needles’
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Examples. Closed syllables with word final stress:

[?u] /qit/ ‘ng particle’
[pak.'lis] /paklis/ ‘peeling skin’
[?u put] ~ [ put] /qipit/ ‘hair clip’
[rv."?un] ~[ri.' ?un] /riqin/ ‘where?’
Examples. Prestress syllables:
[?1."kaw] ~[1."kaw] /qikaw/ ‘you'’
[ni."dog] ~[nt.'dog] /nidiag/ ‘coconut’
[?v."tom] ~[?i.'tom] /qitam/ ‘black’
Examples. Poststress syllables:
['ka:.tri] [katri/ ‘bed’ (Sp)
['gab.”i]~['gab.”¢] /ghbqi/ ‘night’

. [ka.'ba:.di]~[ka.'ba:.de] /kabadi/ ‘woman’

The allophone [€] occurs in Spanish and English loan words where the donor language use e, but in
Bantoanon it’ fluctuates with the native pattern which uses the high open allophone [i] in the same
environment.

Examples of allophones [e] ~[t]
['ber.de] ~['bir.de]

[ pwe:.ra] ~['pwu.ra]
[mer.'ka:.do] ~ [mur.'ka:.do]
[mi.'yen.tras] ~[mi."yin.tras]

[t

/birdi/ ‘green’ (Sp)
/pwira/ ‘except’ (Sp)
/mirkadu/ ‘market’ (Sp)
/miyintras/ ‘meanwhile’ (Sp)

Note: There is one particle in Bantoanon which may be an occurrence of the front vowel preceding
/y/ but the phonetic quality of this sequence is uncertain.

/a/

Orthographically it is already written ey ‘already’. Example:

[?ih] or [?iy] or [?eh] or [7ey]

/qiy/ ‘already’

Phoneme allophones description and distribution. All central allophones are unrounded, voiced and

open:

la]~[a] Low central vocoid fluctuates with mid central vocoid in closed syllables.

[a] Low central vocoid occurs elsewhere in all open syllables.

Examples. Open syllables with nonword final stress:

['7a:.ga]
['ba:.ta]
['tra:.to]
["?ad.law] ~['?ad.law]

/qéaga/ ‘morning’
/bata/ ‘young’
Jtratu/ ‘order’ (Sp)
/qadlaw/ ‘day’



Examples. Closed syllables with nonword final stress:

[' pak.pak] ~[' pak.pak]
['?ag.sam]~['?ag.sam]
[' pan.ti] ~[' pan.ti]
['bak.tun] ~ ['bak.tin]

/pékpak/
/qagsam/
/pénti/
/béktin/

Examples. Closed syllables with word final stress:

[ma.'tah]
[sak.'yan] ~[sak.'yan]
[ba.'tag] ~[ba."tag]

Examples. Prestress syllables:

[?a.'gor]
[pak.'lis] ~ [pak.'s]

/maté/
/sakyan/
/batag/

/qagiir/
/paklis/

[tran.'ka:.s0] ~ [traD. 'ka:.s0] /trankasu/

Examples. Poststress syllables:

[?a.'ba:.ga]
['sun.ran]~['sun.ran)

fu/

/qabaga/
[stinran/
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lwing’
‘graze’
‘fishhook’

‘plg,

(eYc’
‘ride’
‘banana’

‘so that’
‘peeling skin’
‘fever’ (Sp)

‘shoulder’
‘bolo/bush knife’

Phoncme allophones description and distribution. All back allophones are rounded and voiced.:

[u]~[o] High open vocoid fluctuates with mid close vocoid inclosed syllables and

prestress open syllables.

[o] Mid close vocoid occurs in word final open syllables.

[u] High open vocoid occurs elsewhere.

Examples. Open syllables with nonword final stress:

[ tuzbr?]
['pu:.to]
['?u:.ba]~['?u:.ba]

Examples. Closed syllables with nonword final stress:

['kut.kut] ~['kot.kot]
['bug.ton] ~['bog.ton]

/tbig/
/pitu/
/qiba/

[kitkut/
Migtury

Examples. Closed syllabli-,s with word final stress:

[?u.'boh] ~[?0.'boh]
[?u.'nor]~[?0.'nor]
[tug.'rok] ~ [tog.'rok]

/qubi/
/quniir/
/tugrik/

‘water’
‘rice cake’
‘undress’

‘dig’
‘only child’

‘cough’
‘contents’
‘build’
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Examples. Prestress syllables:

[pu.'toh] [putd/ ‘youngest child’
[bu.'ton] ~[bo."ton] /butin/ ‘green coconut’
[?u.'yu:.nan] ~[?0. yu:.nan] /quyiinan/ ‘pillow’
Examples. Postsiress syllables:

['su:.s0] /stsu/ ‘breast’
['sug.bo] ~['sog.bo] [stgbu/ ‘(sun) sets’

3.2. Consonants

3.2.1. Consonant contrasts

The sixteen consonants are bilabial, alveolar, velar and glottal.

| bilabials alveolars velars glottals

slbps (voiceless) p t k ?

(voiced) b d g
fricatives s n
nasals m n n
laterals 1
vibrants r
semivowels w y

The consonant phonemes contrast in the following words. Examples are listed in order of word initial,
word medial and word final contrast:

Examples:

p and b: [pu.'no?] /punig/ “fill’
[bu.'no?) /ounig/ ‘stab’
[ 7am.pat:] " /gampug/ ‘staunch a wound’
['7am.bag] /qambug/ ‘contribution’
[hu.'yopr] /huytp/ ‘blow’
[ku.'yob] /kuyab/ ‘capsize’

b and w: ['ba:.gi] /bagi/ ‘wheelbarrow’
['wa:.gut:] Iwagit/ ‘lose’
[‘ta:.bo?] /tabug/ ‘dipper’
[‘ta:.wo) /tawu/ ‘person’
['sab.sab] /sabsab/ ‘chew cud’
['saw.saw] /sawsaw/ ‘dip in sauce’

t and d: [ta.'mon] /tamon/ ‘blanket’
' [da.'mot-] /damit/ ‘hand’
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['san.to] /santu/ ‘saint’ (Sp)
['san.do] /sandu/ ‘singlet/vest’

(nonword final contrast)

['prd.ut-] /pidlit/ ‘pinch’

dand r: ['da:.wi] /dawi/ ‘key’
[‘ra:wit-] [rawit/ ‘pass something to

someone’

[pu.'dog] /pudiiy/ ‘uncircumcised’
[pu.'ron] /purig/ ‘headscarf’
(nonword. final contrast)
['bar.bar] /béarbar/ ‘wind up’

d and I: ['da:ti] /dati/ ‘formerly’
['la:.ta] Nlata/ ‘can/tin’
['ban.da] /banda/ ‘somewhcre near’
['pun.la?] /pinlag/ ‘scedlings’

(nonword final contrast)

[ba.'tl] : fbatil/ ‘sailing boat’

t and s: ['ta:.?ob] /taqub/ ‘high tide
['sa:.?0b] /saquby/ ‘houscclothing’
['bug.to?] /blgtug/ ‘break/snap’
['rug.so?] [rlgsugq/ ‘kind of fish’
[pa.' ") /paqit/ ‘bitter’
[ma.' 5] /magis/ ‘corn’

k and g [‘ku:yag] /kiyan/ ‘inadequate’
['gu:.yan] /gayar/ ‘sow’
[bak.'tin] /baktin/ ‘pig’
[bag.'tun] /bagtin/ ‘bell’
['sa:bak‘] /sabak/ ‘pregnant’
['sa:.bag] /sabag/ ‘dry roast’

k and q: ['kay.do] /kaydu/ ‘cook rice’
['?ay.ho] /qayhu/ ‘pestle’
['bug.kos] /biigkus/ ‘bundle’

[‘bug.?0s] /bligqus/ ‘whole’
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['sa:.bak] /sabak/ ‘pregnant’
['sa:.pa?] /sapaq/ ‘river’

k and h: ['ka:.da] /kada/ ‘every’
['ha:.dag] /hadag/ ‘bright’
['kot-.kot:] /katkut/ ‘dig’
['hot-.hot] /hathut/ ‘take advantage of
[pi.'lak] /pilak/ ‘throw out’
[pi."lah] /pild/ ‘how mucl’

g and o ['gu:.sok] /gasuk/ ‘rib’
['nu:.so?] /nisug/ ‘upper lip’

.3 ¢ ['bag.yo] /bagyu/ ‘typhoon’

['ban.yo] /banyu/ ‘fragrant’
[kag] [kag/ ‘ang particle’
[kan] /kan/ {for/to’

q and zero:  [?ag] /qag/ ‘and’
(nonword initial contrast)
[mu?.mu?] /migmug/ “to push face into s.t.’
['mu:.mu?] /mimug/ ‘spook’
['?a:.moq] /qamug/ ‘our’
['?7a:.mo] /qamu/ ‘landlord’

q and h: [?a:."'mo?] /qamig/ ‘monkey’
[ha.'mo] . /hami/ ‘diaper’
['mo?.mo?] /magmug/ ‘to push face into s.t.
['muh.muh] /mihmu/ ‘crumbs’
[?a.'pa?] /qapaq/ ‘mute/dumb’
[?u’pah] /qupa/ ‘chaff

h and s: [‘hi:z.ma?] /himagq/ ‘dirt in folds of skin’
['si:.ma?] /simagq/ ‘barb of arrow’
[ru.'hah] /ruha/ ‘two’
[?u.'sa:] /qusa/ ‘one’
[li'mah] /lima/ five’

[li."mas] /limas/ ‘bail water’



s and y:

m and n:

n and o

land r:

| and w:

['sa:.ya?]
['ya:.ya]
['panso]
[bag."yo]
['pas.pas]
['pay.payl
[man]
[m_\n]
['?7a.mak-]
[?a.'nak-]
[ta.'yom]
[ta."yon]
['na:.na?]
[na.'pa:]
['?a:.nay]
[*?a:.gay]
['pAn.pan]
['pan.pan]
['Tu:.gay]
['ru:.gay]

['?tun.lan]

['sun.ran]

[ta.'bu]
['ka:.pur]

['I2.1?)
[‘wil.wal]

[7i1ag]

[7.'wag]

['sin.sul]
[7i.'suw]

/sdyaq/
lyéya/

/pénsu/
Moanyi/
/paspas/
/paypay/

/man/
/nany

/qamat/
/qanat/

/tayGm/
/tayin/

/ndnaq/
/nana/
/qénay/
/qénay/

/pénpan/.
/péanpay/
Nigay/
[rigay/
/katnlan)

/sunran/

/tabil/
/kapir/

Niglig/
fwilwil/
/qilag/
/qiwag/
/sinsil/
/qisiw/
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‘sift’
‘weave’

‘smell of urine’
‘fragrant’

‘hurry’
‘wave something’

‘tm!
‘older woman’

‘to kindle a fire’

 <child’

‘sharp’

. 4]eap;

‘pus
‘open your mouth’

‘termites’
‘suitable clothes’

‘slope towards’
‘cliff

‘unbraided hair’
‘long time’

‘rest one’s head on’
‘bolo/bush knife’

‘talkative’
‘twin’

lmepl

‘to hang loose’

‘draw back’
‘light a lamp’

‘to chisel’
‘chick’
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l and y: ['la:.yas] Nayas/ ‘to run away’
['ya:ya) ) lyaya/ ‘weave’
['ban.las] /banlas/ ‘landslide’
['bun.yag] /binyag/ ‘water plants’
[bu.'sal] /busil/ ‘muzzle’
[bu.'say] /busay/ ‘waterfall’

3.2.2 Consonant phonemes

The bilabial, alveolar and velar stops have voiceless and voiced phonemes.
Stops: /p/ b/
. Phoneme allophone description and distribution. (These bilabial allophones are all voiceless):
Ip/ [p] ' Unaspirated unreleased stop occurs syllable final.

[p1~(p" Unaspirated released stop fluctuates with the
' aspirated released stop word initial.

[p] Unaspirated released stop occurs elsewhere.
[ta."hop-] } Jtahiip/ ‘winnow’
[pu.'to:] ~[p™u.'to:] /putd/ ‘youngest sibling’
[ta.'pat] [/tapat/ ‘faithful’

Phoneme allonhone description and distribution.

b/ [b] | Voiced bilabial unaspirated stop occurs syllable initial
and syllable final.

The two bilabial stops /p/ and /b/ contrast in minimal or near minimal pairs of words.

Examples. Word initial:

[pu.'no?| /punigq/ “fill’
[bu.'no?] /bunig/ ‘stab’
['pu:.to] /pitug/ ‘rice cake’
['bu:.to?] /batug/ ‘penis
Examples. Word medial:

['ha:.po?) ‘ /hapug/ ‘breathless’
['ta:.bo?] /tabug/ ‘dipper’
[?ap-.'?at] /qapqat/ ‘four’

[ka.tab.?an] /katabgan/ ‘tasteless’
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Examples. Word final:

[hu.'yop'] /huyip/ ‘blow’

[ku.'yob] [kuyib/ ‘capsize’

[ta."hop-] /tahiip/ ‘winnow’

['tak.yob] /takyub/ ‘lid’
Stops: /t/ /d/

" Phoneme allophone description and distribution. These alveodental allophones are all voiceless:

It/ [t] _ Unaspirated unreleased stop occurs syllable final.

[~ Unaspirated released stop fluctuates with an aspirated
' released stop word initial.

| [t] ; Unaspirated released stop occurs elsewhere.
['butbut-] /bitbit/ ‘carry in hand’
['ta:.wo] ~['tha:.wo] ftawu/ ‘person’
['pa:.to] /patu/ ‘duck’

Phoneme allophone description and distribution

/d/ [d] Voiced alveodental unaspirated stop occurs
syllable initial and syllable final, though not word final.

The two alveodental stops /t/ and /d/ contrast in minimal and near minimal pairs of words.

Examples. Word initial:

|'ta:.wo] /tawu/ ‘person’

['da:.wi] /dawi/ ‘key’

[ta.'mon] ftamiry/ ‘blanket’

[da.'mot-] /damit/ ‘hand’ .
Examples. Word medial:

[ba.'toh] /bati/ ‘stone’

[ba.'doh] /badi/ ‘pound’

['san.to] /séntu/ ‘saint’

['san.do] /sandu/ ‘singlet/vest’

['but-but-] /Mitbit/ ‘carry in hand’

['bad.lon) : Madlury ‘kind of fish’
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Stops: /k/ /g/
Phoneme allophone description and distribution. These velar allophones are all voiccless:

/k/ [k] Unreleased stop occurs syllable final.

[k]~[k") Unaspirated released stop fluctuates with velar
aspirated released stop word initial.

[k] Unaspirated released stop occurs elsewhere.
['pak-.pak] /pakpak/ ‘wing’
['ku:.to] ~['khu:.to] /kiitu] ‘louse’
['tan.ko?] /tanku/ ‘hit one’s head’

Phoneme allophone description and distribution

g/ (] Voiced velar unaspirated stop occurs syllable initial
and syllable final.

The two velar stops /k/ and /g/ contrast in minimal or near minimal pairs of words.

Examples. Word initial:

['ku:.yan] ~ /kiiyay/ ‘inadequate’
['guz.yan] Igtyay/ - sow
[ki.'na?] /kindg/ ‘that’
fgi'my] /gininy ‘water pot’

FExamples. Word medial:

[u. kaw] /qikaw/ ‘shout’

[Tuz.gaw] /lagaw/ ‘porridge’
['bak-.tun] /baktin/ ‘pig’

['bag.tip] ; /bagtin/ ‘bell’

Examples. Word final:

['sa:.bak] /sabak/ ‘pregnant’
['sa:bag] - /sédbag/ ‘dry roast’
[ya.'tik] /yatik/ ‘make coconut oil’
['ka:.tig] /katig/ ‘outrigger’

Stop: /g/
Phoneme allophone description and distribution
7] _ Voiceless glottal stop occurs syllable initial and syllable final.

The voiceless glottal stop is contrasted with other voiceless phonemes /t/, /k/, /h/ and /zero/ its own
absence in the following examples. It does not contrast with its own absence syllable initial.
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Examples. Word initial:

['7ay.ho] /qayhu/ ‘pestle’
[‘tay.bo] [taybu/ ‘dust’
['kay.do] /kaydu/ ‘cook rice’
["hay.bo?] /haybuq/ ‘eat greedily’
Examples. Word medial:

[bu.'?an] fouqary/ ‘crazy’
[bu.'tan] /butary ‘put’
[tu.'kan] /tukan/ ‘a prop’
[ru.'han] /rubhar/ ‘two’
['bug.?at:] Mbagqat/ ‘heavy’
['bug.ton] fbigtun/ ‘only child’
['bug.kos] Mbigkus/ ‘bundle’
['bug.hat:] /bighat/ ‘relapse’
['mu?.mu?] : /migmug/ ‘to push face into s.t.’
['but-but-] /oitbut/ ‘hernia’
['buk-.buk-] /bikbuk/ ‘wood borer’
['muh.muh] /midhmu/ ‘crumbs’
['mu:.mu?) . /miimug/ "~ ‘spook’

Examples. Word final:

['sa:.pa?] /sdpag/ ‘river’

[sa.'bat] /sabat/ ‘answer’
['sa:.bak’] /sibak/ ‘pregnant’
[?u.’'pah] /qupa/ ‘chaff

['?a:.pa] /qépa/ ‘ice cream cone’
[?a.'pa?] /qapéq/ ‘mute/dumb’
['bi:.ka?] /bikag/ ‘legs apart’
['biz.kat-] /bikat/ ‘aboard’ .
['ha:.gak-] /héagak/ ‘asthma’
[bi.'kah] /bika/ — ‘cracked’
['bi:.ka] /bika/ ‘split open’

Fricatives: /s/ /h/
Phoneme allophones description and distribution. These fricative allophones are all grooved:

Is/ [3] Voiceless alveopalatal fricative occurs following the
voiceless alveodental stop /t/.

[2] Voiced alveopalatal fricative occurs following the
voiced alveodental stop /d/.

[s] Voiceless alveolar fricative occurs elsewhere
(syllable initial and syllable final).
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The affricate sequences occur word medial and in some word initial positions, but since the majority
scem (o be loan words from languages such as English and Tagalog, and since there are no other
unambiguous syllable patterns allowing a CC sequence in native Bantoanon, these have been treated as
loan word additions.

Examples:

[‘ts8amba] /tsdmba/ ‘luck’
['dzaryo] /dséryo/ ‘newspaper’
['tSupal Jtsipa/ ‘cup measure’
|'dzip] /dsip/ ‘jeep’ (Eng)

Sometimes the alveolar allophone [s] sounds more like the alveopalatal allophone [§] but it is a feature
of different ideolects. The voiceless alveolar fricative /s/ is contrasted with the voiceless alveodental stop
/t/ in the following examples.

Examples. Word initial:

['sam.bo] /sambu/ ‘foster a child’
[‘tam.pa?] /tampa/ ‘slap one’s facc’
['sa:.?ob] /saqub/ ‘housedress’
['ta:.70b] /taqub/ ‘high tide’
Examples. Word medial:

['rug.s0?] [rigsuq/ ‘kind of fish’
['bug.to?] /bugtug/ ‘break/snap’
[11t."$on] Aitsin/ ‘roast pig’
[bad.'Zan] Mbadsarn/ ‘never mind’
['ha:.san) /hasan/ ‘gills’

['bat.3ag] fbatsag/ ‘feel inside’
[tad.'Zaw]  /tadsaw/ ‘large water pot’
['ba:.sag] /béasag/ ‘break/smash’
['lap.sag] N\apsag/ ‘infant’
Examples. Word final:

[ma.'"s] | /magqis/ ‘corm’

[pa." 1t  /paqit/ ‘bitter’

Phoneme allophone description and distribution

/h/ [h] Voiceless glotfal fricative occurs syllable initial and
syllable final.

The glottal fricative /h/ occurs word final when no other consonant occurs. However when the word
final syllable is unstressed the presence of /h/ is so light that it has not been written in this phonetic

transcription. When the word final syllable is stressed the friction is stronger, and though it has been
written in the phonetic data given in this paper, it has been interpreted as a feature associated with stress.
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The fricative /h/, and /&/ are comtrasted ia the following words.
Examples. Word initial:

['hiz.wa?) /hiwag/ ‘slice’

['si:.pa?] /sipag/ ‘kick’

Examples. Word medial:

['?i:.haw] /gihaw/ ‘slaughter’
[ki.'saw] /kisaw/ ‘reflex movement’
[ru.'hah] /ruha/ ‘two’

[?u.'sah] /qusé/ ‘one’

['muh.muh] /mihmu/ ‘crumbs’
['mus.mus] /mismus/ ‘make a face’

Examples. Word final:
[li.'mah] /lima/ “five’
[li.'mas] . [limas/ ‘bail water’

The fricative /h/ is contrasted with voiceless consonants /q/ and /k/ in the following words.

Examples. Word initial:

['hi:.wa?) /hiwag/ ‘slice’

[ 71:.1a7] /qilag/ ‘envy’

['ki:.lay] /kilay/ ‘eyebrow’
Examples. Word medial:

['?u:.haw] /qihaw/ ‘thirst’

Lyu."?aw] fyugaw/ ‘appear/come out’
[?u.'kaw] /qikaw/ ‘shout’

Examples. Word final:

['muh.muh] /mihmu/ ‘crumbs’
['mu?.mu?] /migmug/ ‘to push face into something’
['muk-.muk-] /mikmuk/ ‘full mouth’

Nasals: /m/ /n/ /g/
Phoneme allophones description and distribution. All nasal allophones are voiced:

/m/ [m] Bilabial nasal occurs syllable initial and syllable final.
/n/ [n] * Alveolar nasal occurs syllable initial and syllable final.

n/ [n] Velar nasal occurs syllable initial and syllable final.



132 Bantoanon Phonology

The nasals /m/, /n/ and /1/ are contrasted in the following words.

Examples. Word initial:

['ma:.may] /mamay/ ‘Mommy’
['na:.mo?] /mamug/ ‘our (exclusive)’
['na:.sin] [/nasin/ ‘today/now’
[man] /man/ ‘too’

[nan] /nan/ ‘older woman’
['pa:.yan] /nayan/ ‘name’

Examples. Word medial:

['?a:.mat] /gamat/ ‘start to leave’
[ 7a:.nat-] ' /qanat/ ‘follow/go later’
['?a:.pgat:] /qéanat/ ‘raise’
Cor o ['tam ] /timgqis/ ‘sweet’
['tan.?a] /tanqa/ ‘hope to’
. ['dan.ut:] /danqit/ ‘eel’
Examples. Word final:
['rum.rum] ‘/rimrim/ ‘sip’
[‘tun.tin] /tintin/ ‘constantly moving’
['rin.run] [rigrig/ ‘wall’
[ta.'yom] /tayaim/ ‘sharp’
[ta.'yon] ' /tayin/ ‘leap’
[ta.'yan] © [tayan/ ‘eggplant’
Lateral: /1/

Phoncme a'lephones description and distribution

(1 Voiced alveolar lateral occurs syllable initial and syllable final.

The lateral /I/ is not commonly found syllable final.

Vibrant: /r/

Phoneme allophones description and distribution. These vibrant allophones are all voiced and follow
other voiced allophones when they occur in sequence:

[F]~[df] Alveolar flapped vibrant fluctuates with the sequence of alveodental stop
followed by alveolar flapped vibrant following alveolar nasal /n/.

[F] =i Alveolar flapped vibrant fluctuates with the alveolar trilled vibrant
syllable initial and syllable final.

The fluctuation of allophones [f] and [dF] seem to be the result of ideolects. The flapped allophone
[] is the most frequently heard allophone. The occurrences of the allophones of /r/ are illustrated in the
following words in word initial, word medial and word final positions.
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[fi."lih] ~ [i.'lih] Jrili/ ‘here’

['pai.ti] ~['paf.ti] /parti/ ‘share’
['tfa:.po] /trapu/ ‘rag/cloth’ (Sp)
[tfan.'ka:.s0] /trapkasu/ ‘fever’ (Sp)
['?un.fa] ~[' ?un.difa] /qinra/ ‘their’

['li:.gaE] ~['li:.gaf] Nigar/ ‘roll’

The following words illustrate the contrasts between the lateral /I/ and the vibrant /r/.

Examples. Word initial:

['Tu:.gay] Nagay/ ‘unbraided hair’
['Fu:.gay]' /rigay/ ‘long time’
[li.'ltp] Nilip/ ‘to hemstitch’
[Fi.'lih] [rili/ ‘here’
Examples. Word medial:

['gul.pi] [/galpi/ : ‘suddenly’
['tuf.pi] [tarpi/ ‘stupid’

['pal.ta) . /pélta/ . ‘absent’

& ['pak.ti] /parti/ ‘share’
[ka.'tun.lan] /katiinlan/ ‘throat’
['sun.Fag] /stnran/ ‘bolo/bush knife’
['pun.la] /ptnla/ ‘seedlings’
['sin.fa] ~['sun.dia] . /sinra/ ‘they’

Examples. Word final:

[ba.'ti]]  Joatil/ ‘sailing boat’
tha.'tur) /hatir/ ‘protruding stomach’
[‘hi:.mul] /himil/ ‘touch/handle’

[' ?u:.mur] /qimir/ ‘do for someone’

Examples. Second member of consonant cluster:

[plan.'ga:.na] /plangana/ ‘large basin’ (Sp)
[tfan.'ka:.s0] Jtrankasu/ ‘fever’ (Sp)
['pli:.ti] /pliti/ ‘fare’ (Sp)
['pFi:.to] /pritu/ ‘fry’ (Sp)

Semivowels: /w/ /y/
Phoneme allophones description and distribution. These nonsyllabic allophones are all voiced, high and
close:

w/ [w] Back rounded nonsyllabic vocoid occurs syllable initial

and syllable final (bilabial vocoid).

1yl [yl Front unrounded nonsyllabic vocoid occurs syllable
initial and syllable final (palatal vocoid).
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The two semivowels /w/ and /y/ have been interpreted as consonants on the basis of unambiguous
syllable patterns. The bilabial vocoid is /w/ and the palatal vocoid is /y/. There is only one occurrence of
a vowel of the same height and frontness preceding the semivowel with the same height and frontness.
This is the previously stated example of the particle [?ey] /qiy/ ‘already’. Other than this, /y/ never closes
a syllable which has /i/ in the nucleus, and /w/ never closes a syllable which has /u/ as its nucleus. The
semivowels are contrasted in the following words.

Examplcs. Word initial:

['wa:sik-] [wasik/ ‘sprinkle’

['ya:sik] fyasik/ ‘g0 beyond reach’

Examples. Word medial:

['ta:.wo] ftawu/ ‘person’

['ba:.yo] fbayu/ ‘widow(er)’

['taw.ga] /tawga/ ‘call someone’
N [taybo] /taybu/ ‘dust’

Examples. Word final:

['ki:.law] [kilaw/ ‘to eat raw’

['ki:.lay] /kilay/ ‘eyebrow’

[7i.' siw] /qisiw/ ‘chick’

('puy.puy] /ptypuy/ ‘to tap’

3.3 Stress

There is contrastive stress in Bantoanon. It is manifested as length on the vowel nucleus of open
syllables, but in closed syllables the prominence is usually voice emphasis or loudness. In word final open
syllables the vowel has a breathy quality similar to length but phonologically sounding like a vowel
followed by [h]. This [h] has been written in the phonetic transcription used in this paper, and even though
[h] is a phoneme in Bantoanon, this particular [h] is interpreted as a feature of stress. The only casc
where this might be questioned is where there is reduplication of syllables ending in [h] such as
['muh.muh] /mihmu/ ‘crumbs’. Such a syllable final word medial occurrence of /h/ is rare, but it does
occur. Alsc when words ending in an open syllable (with a phonetic [h] word final) are affixed an /h/
will occur.

A pitch difference is not consistent. Sometimes the whole syllable is also lengthened or therc is a
slowing of the speed so that the syllables appear so similar that it is hard to distinguish which onc is
stressed. This difficulty is more noticeable with words of two closed syllables. The contrasting stress in
illustrated in the following words.

['tu:.kob] Jtakub/ ‘devour’

[tu.'kob] /tukib/ ‘strike of a snake’
['ki:.ta?] /kitag/ ‘see’

[ki.'tah) /kita/ ‘we (inclusive)’

[7u:bos] /qibus/ ‘used up’

[?u.'bos] /qubiis/ ‘down below’

['siz.put-] /sipit/ ‘to clasp under one’s arm’

[si.'put-] /sipit/ ‘clothespin’
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4. Residue

Numerous consonant clusters appear as a result of the widespread incorporation of loan words into
the lagguage. The clusters are combinations which have various consonants as the first member, excluding
/q/, /9/, /w/ and /y/. The second member is restricted to /l/, /r/, /s/, /w/ and /y/. '

Words having /1/ as the second member of a cluster are exemplified in the following:

pl [plan.'ga:.na] /plangana/ ‘large basin’
['plan.tsa) /plantsa/ ‘iron’
bl [blan."ki:.ti] : /blankiti/ ‘talcum powder’
['blan.ko] /blanku/ ‘blank’
kl ['kla:.ro] /klaru/ ‘clear (understanding)’
* ['kla:si] /klasi/ ‘class/kind’

Words ‘having'/r/ as the second member of a cluster are exemplified in the following;

pr ['pri:.to] /pritu/ “fry’
br ['bra:.so] /brasu/ ‘upperarm’
tr [tra.'ba:.ho] /trabdhu/ ‘work’
) dr ['dra:.ma] /drama/ ‘a play’
: kr ['kris.tal] /kristal/ ‘glass’
} gr ['griz.po] /gripu/ ‘faucet’

Words having /w/ as the second member of a cluster are exemplified in the following:

pw [ pwe:.ra] /pwira/ ‘except’

bw ['bwal.ta] /bwilta/ ‘to return somewhere’
kw ['kwar.ta] [kwarta/ ‘money’

gw ['gwa:.po] /gwapu/ ‘handsome’

SW ['swel.do] /swildu/ ‘wages/salary’

Words having /y/ as the second member of a cluster are exemplified in the following:

py ['lum.pyo] Mlimpyu/ ‘clean’

by ['byer.nes} [byirnis/ ‘Friday’

ty [‘tyem.po] ~['t3em.po] /tyimpu/ ‘time’

dy ['dyat.yo] ~['dZaf.yo] ~ /dyaryu/ ‘newspaper’
sy ['syet.to] [syirtu/ ‘certain/sure’
my (' myen.t¥as] " /myintras/ ‘meanwhile’

Words having /s/ as the second member may be affricates in the donor language but are reinterpreted
using Bantoanon phonemes. In Bantoanon there is little difference between /ty/ and the affricate #5/ch,
and between /dy/ and the affricate dZjj. The voiceless alveolar affricate [t3] is reinterpreted as /ts/.

ts [?u.'t38ah] ~[7ut-."3ah) /qitsa/ ‘throw’
['maf.t3a] /martsa/ ‘march’
['t8u:.pa] [tstipa/ ‘cup measure’

['t8a:.m?] /tsdniq/ ‘tweezers’
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The voiced alveolar affricate [dZ] is reinterpreted as /dy/.

dy [dzis] /dyis/ ‘ten’
[dzip] /dyip/ ‘jeep’
[ta.'dZon] ~[tad.'Zon) /tadyug/ ‘long wraparound skirt’

The syllable initial consonant clusters also result in word medial three member clusters which are not
found in native Bantoanon words. Only a few examples have been elicited so far.

['myen.tFas] [myintras/ ‘meanwhile’
[?ws.plu.'kaf] [qisplikar/ ‘explain’
['lum.pyo] Nimpyu/ ‘clean’
['plan.t3a) /plantsa/ ‘ironm’

There is only one syllable final consonant cluster which has been elicited so far. This is also a Spanish
loan word, and the first member is the semivowel /y/.

['per.daym] /pirdaym/ ‘amount’
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